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1955

the Montgomery Bus Boycott

1957

1960

1961  

1962

President Kennedy to send in 

1963

1963  Four young Black girls are killed in the 

1964

1965

1965

1965

1968 Dr. King is assassinated

1968 President Johnson signs Civil 
Rights Act of 1968, which prohibits 
discrimination in the sale, rental and 
nancing of housing

1972 Shirley Chisholm becomes rst major
party Black candidate to run for president

1983 Vanessa Williams becomes rst Black 
Miss America

1984 Rev  Jesse Jackson becomes rst Black
to make serious bid for presidency

1986 First observation of Dr. King’s birthday 
as a national holiday

Douglas Wilder of Virginia becomes 
rst Black to be elected governor

President George H.W. Bush signs Civil 
Rights Act of 1991, which strengthens 
laws on employment discrimination

Dr. Joycelyn Elders becomes rst Black 
Surgeon General

General Colin Powell becomes rst 
Black Secretary of State

Barack Obama becomes rst Black 
president

Hundreds gather in various protests 
across the country after grand juries 
decline to indict Michael Brown’s and 
Eric Garner’s killers

Black Lives Matter gains momentum 
amid the shootings of unarmed Black 
citizens by white police of cers

1967 Loving v. Virginia

interracial marriages to be 
unconstitutional

1967

Rosa Parks

Martin Luther King Jr.

Former President and First Lady Barack 
and Michelle Obama

2019
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2016 Simone Biles became the rst African-
     American and woman to win four 
     Olympic gold medals in women’s
     gymnastics at a single game for the
     U.S. (as well as a bronze at the 2016 
     Rio Olympics.

2016

2016

2016

2016

2016

2017

2017

2017

2018

2018

2018

2018

Simone Maneul was the rst African-
     American woman to win an 
     individual event in Olympic swimming.

Carla Hayden con rmed as the rst 
     African-American head of the Library
     of Congress.

ABC’s Channing Dungey named 
     entertainment president, becoming 
     the rst African-American to lead 
     programming at a major broadcast 
     network.

Lisa Blunt Rochester becomes the rst 
     woman and rst African-American to
     be elected to Congress from Delaware.

Kamala Harris becomes only the second
     black woman and rst Indian American
     woman to join the U.S. Senate since 
     Carol Moseley Braun was appointed 
     over 20 years ago.

2019

Lena Waithe becomes the rst Black 
     woman to win an Emmy Award for
     comedy writing.

Andrea Jenkins made history as the rst
     openly transgender Black woman to
     be elected to public o ce in the United 
     States. She will serve on the Minneapolis
     City Council.

Ulysha Renee Hall becomes Dallas’ rst
     Black woman police chief.

Kehinde Wiley becomes the rst African-
     American artist to paint a portrait of 
     a US president to be displayed in the 
     Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery.

Amy Sherald becomes the rst African-
     American artist to paint a portrait for
     a US rst-lady to be displayed in the 
     Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery.

Darryl A. Williams becomes the rst 
     African-American superintendent
     of the United States Military 
     Academy.

Lorna Mahlock becomes the rst 
     African-American woman U.S.
     Marine Corps general o cer.

2018

2018

2018

Ayanna Pressley becomes the rst 
     African-American House member
     from Massachusetts.

Jahana Hayes becomes the rst
     black congresswoman from 
     Connecticut. 

Black Panther becomes the
     9th-highest-grossing lm of all
     time with over $1.35 billion 
     worldwide. It is the highest 
     grossing lm by a black director,
     and becoming the highest-
     grossing 2018 lm in the U.S.
     and Canada and second-highest

-grossing lm of 2018 worldwide.

Lena Waithe

Simone ManeulAmy Sherald

Ulysha Renee HallKamala Harris
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